CAPILLARIA

Etiology:
This nematode inhabits the oral
cavity, the crop and the intestines
of birds. Raptors get infected due
to the ingestion of infected prey
(e.g. crows) or contaminated food.

Clinical signs:

Clinical signs may include dyspha-
gia, anorexia and weight loss due
to necrotic lesions in the mouth and
in the digestive tract.

In some cases dyspnea may be no-
ticed, but asymptomatic courses are
described as well.

Diagnosis:
The double-operculated eggs are
usually detected microscopically
from oral lesions or within feces.

Treatment:
The infection may be cured with
benzimidazoles (e.g. fenbendazole)
or avermectins (e.g. ivermectin).

Prevention:
Hygiene and regularly fecal exami-
nations for endoparasites are im-
portant for prevention.

Worm eggs in feces.

SYNGAMUS TRACHEAE

Etiology:
The worms typically inhabit the
trachea and sometimes the air sacs,
where they usually cause a marked
inflammatory response.

Clinical Signs:

Dyspnea and voice change, head
shaking, extension of the neck with
open beak (gasping) and death due
to asphyxiation are possible signs.
Large amounts of mucus may lead
to coughing and unusual sounds
from the upper respiratory tract
(stridors).

Diagnosis:
Eggs may be identified in fecal flo-
tation. Adult worms may be detect-
ed via endoscopic examination of
the trachea.



Treatment:
Benzimidazoles (e.g. fenbendazole)
or avermectins (e.g. ivermectin) are
effective in most cases, but compli-
cations may be caused by dying
worms that remain in the respirato-
ry tract, leading to obstruction, in-
flammation and secondary infec-
tion.

Prevention:
Routine fecal screening and target-
ed deworming are recommended.
As earthworms may harbor eggs of
Syngamus sp., exposure to earth-
worms should be limited as much
as possible.
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